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the father utterly avoided the grandfather's house, and Wolfgang had no longer any relish for his accustomed Sunday dinner with his grandparents. A further result of this dissension was the contempt of public opinion which began to show itself in young Goethe when he heard the most brilliant achievements belittled, not by the rabble, but by men of rank and position. Although the war had in the beginning affected the city but remotely, through its political aspect it became in 1759 a cause of immediate discomfort. The French army of seven thousand men, which on January 2nd occupied Frankfort, remained for several years quartered upon its citizens, a source of both famine and disease. The Goethe household received as inmate the royal lieutenant Count Thoranc,* 16 a highly educated, courteous gentleman, invested with the office of commandant of the city. Councillor Goethe, instead of being happy, under the circumstances, to have such an eligible guest quartered in the house, was extremely vexed, Prussian sympathiser as he was, by the necessity of lodging an enemy, and that, too, in his handsomest apartment. All attempts on the part of the Count, the family, and friends to reconcile him to the new condition of things were fruitless. He became only the more confirmed in his ill-humour, and on the evening of the battle of Bergen, near Frankfort, which resulted in a victory for the French, he insulted the Count so grievously that only the efficient intervention of his friend and godfather Dolmetsch saved him and the family from severe trials.
These new conditions, which weighed so heavily upon the father, were to the children a source of great pleasure and profit. Strict discipline and regularity of lessons were relaxed, and a gay, active life took the place of their customary monotonous existence. In the Count's quarters there was always something good to eat, something interesting to listen to, or something beautiful to look at. Soon after his arrival the Count, who was an ardent lover of art, gathered about him Seekatz of Darmstadt and the principal